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| M R. Lowman, who writes the following Account 
+ of ſome late Conferences upon the Subject of 
the Danger (he thinks) we are in of Popery, takes 
upon him only his 2 in it; which is but 
reaſonable, as the Deiſt does in his Conference with 
the _ Atheiſt, and the Chriſtian with the Deiſt. 
M. Freeborn, and Mr. Churchill, wil; #0 doubr, 
charge themſelues with <theirsg tf euer the Truth © 
come 10 be known, which all Three have agreed to © 
conceal, as they do their true Names If the 
Writer has _ 4 of the other Two, thro 
Miſtake, or want emory, he is ready to 
1 Pardon, and do them Juſtice. * 
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INC E Hon will nee have uy 

I be as good as my Word, 

ſending you, to the beſt” of my 

Memory, an exact Account of 

what paſſed in Tgyn, at cut free 

Conferences, as you calłd them; now that I 

am at leiſure; and quiet in the. Country, and 

that the Accounts, which your” Friends have 

given you, are you ſay confus' d, and not at 

all ſatis factory. | 
You , may remember. that the Bolneſs fp E 

Thorn bein hn the ordinary Subject of Oon- f 

verſarion, 17 took in Diſcourſe = ſay 

hat 


That I had been told by Divines of my Acs 
quaintance, that the Prophecies in Scripture, 


ain bear, that before the fulneſs * 
euren and the coming in of the Jews ;: nay, 
befgre the overthrow gr the Kingdom of Anti- 
be an ure and, bloody Ferſeention, 
50 that Af tinivertat Defettion, or Apo- 
om the Faith :, And if fo, continued I, 
pray who can be thoſe Perſecutors but R. 
| - -_ thoſe A . but Pr s? 
pon which, one of the Company ſmiling ; 
Nay; {aid I, poſſibly I mind . little 
as either of you, for I do not underſtand them; 
and 5 5 think, 8 that the De- 
ſign o ecy is not ſo much to make 
idw wh ems to paſs, as to convince. 
Men of Providence, by ſhowing. them when 
the Thing is come, that it was fore-known. 


ar 


Racy 


However (I added) both you and I have 


read Prideaux, and muſt acknowledge, that 
ſome plain Prophecies, as of Cyrus by Name, 
of Balieſbaxxar, of the Deſtruction of-Feruſa- 
lem, and ſuch like, have exactly and undeni- 
ably had their Accompliſhments ; with-which 
Porphiry, the moſt dangerous Enemy that 
Chriſtianity ever had, was ſo ftruck, that con- 
trary to all Hiſtory and Chronology, not 
knowing what elfe to ſay or think, he would 
have the Prophecy of Cyrus to have been forged 
after his death; but enough of this, ſaid I. 
Nay, pray goon, faid your Friend laughing, 
ſince you are ſo learn d. I had, ſaid I, but a 
Word more to add, which was, that the ſame 
Divines had further told me, that it was 18 
tne 


\ 


N 390 as 
n firſt: mention'd; and het 
5 of thoſe of the ion into ſuch 
a multitude of Sects, ſchut many of our Re- 
formers, and ſerermi of Gr Fallowers ſince 
their time, ge ＋ — for _ — 
and Learding] came to apprehen a 
turn of Popery, and at laſt to be fully * 
ded of ix, ————ůůů But to 


_ you _ more merry * — my Divinity, 
Fll leave that Argument 2 * 
of the Divines I had it fromm 

I. have other Reaſons,” that I am — 
Maſter, and you better] of, that make; 

me fully of that mind. Pray, by all means, 
— — theſe, ſaid they. No, ſaid I, they 
are not a proper Subject for r Diverſion, which 
ſeems? to be your” — Diſpoſition; and 
when you axe in earneſt, you need only reflect 
on the Hiſtory of the tπτ ỹ laſt Centuries, to 
work them out of oven Thoughts. Upon 
tis Laroſe, to away; but your Friend 
begg d my Pardon, and: laying” hold on me, 
ſaid, I ſhould not go, till at leaſt I had given 
chem Hints of the' "Heads of: them; A de 
may turn our Thou earneſt upon 
the Sbjeck in theſe de — added he, 
a Man is indeed never ſo ly convine'd, 
as by Reaſons of his own Brain; for Com- 
troverſy begets Contradiction, which ends ity 
a — and loſs of Temper. You ſee 1 
am in. earneſt now, and you will find me more 
ſo at our next meeting, if you will but put 
me in the way of thinking on a Subject, which 
I have no Notion of, having never had the 


leads: mn of OLI from A 


or 
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Hope was on the; Throne. Mot + "Dr. 0 
Well, Sir, ſaidl; I. ſinee you'll have it ſd III 
give ya a Sketch of my Plan in general, which 

may draw out at your own Oonvemency. 
have had the matter long in my: Head; 
long before the buſiueſt of Therm, and have: 
ranged! and diſtributed my Rea ſons into two 
Gaſſes. „int ae reicer ont f DRE 


Thoſe in then firſt, are founded upon the 


Nature of Things, by which I underſtand 


the different Natures of the two Spirits that 
of Hepem, (or indend that of othe Court of 
ume) rand that of the Reformation, (or ſtrictly 
ſpeaking; of the People reform d) and conſe- 
quently the different manner of acting of thoſe 
two: Spirits; hut all the Uſe I make: of the 


the Event in queſtion highly probalſſe ! 
My Reaſons of the ſecond Claſs are fon, ed 
upon ons ſingle Eact, and the Grants or 
Cauſes of that Fact; hut vrhich, if, he) con- 
tinue; and donſequantlythe Fact bo repeated 
on, as; i ſo, it muſt: he; I pretend will render 
che Event, morally ſpeaking, certain and un- 

ibesd. , : blond nt Bone of 
The Fact is, that the Reformation, having 
made its greateſt Progreſs in the Reign of 
A Elizabeth, innthe lsth Century, and ad- 
vane'd on to the higheſt Pitch it has ever at- 
tain d to, towards the End of that Century, 
and the Beginning of the next, when ſhe died, 
ahd the Scotch; Race ſucceeded her, hath ever 
ſince retrograded, and loft in the ryth Centu- 
ry, about half of the Territory, and Numbers, 


which it had gain'd in the 16th : Whereas 


Popery 


e 
for I was a. Boy, that fear d nothing: When 
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her death;exceptioms Haſhopricks. by che Peace 

— dn ach no 27794 ot ag 4 2 
res: 1 prbcced o rſt to eftabliſh- | tha 
Fact, and then whit I: take to be the true 
Neaſons it; for ſuch tiere muſt be; there is 
rio Eſſact without d Cauſc: but Whether che 
Reaſons I give be the true Reaſons, ox not, 
it's no great matter my Concluſion is equally 
ſtrong that be thoſe rue Reaſons what they 
will, if they be not rem d, but de Rl ſub, 
ſiſt and bold in this rgth Century, they will 
infallibly operate, as they have done in the 
rytkʒ and the Event inlqueſtion, as have told 
you, becomes — and unmãueida- 


ble. 51 non) -A ONS 911.4 102 


Now make yoms ail your Friend, and 


am ſo much in cn that, if your pleaſe, It 


wait on you to- mortbw, to hear you talk 


dGverithis matter 3 and pray Mr. Frelorn (ſaid 


Mr. Churchill, © Relation, of his, Who only 

was preſent) ſpeak to Mr. Louman, whom I 
am aſtranget. to, that he Il allow- me-to.; go 
along with you: to which I frankly agreed. 
Their Relation and Concerns ſeem to unite 


them; but being both of the ſame warm 
Tem 


„and of quite different Thoughts, or 
— the live, as it $ like you ma, in 

According —— at my Houſe the next 

ters and had no ſooner ſate down than 


3 Churchill, of hom I had got the Character of 


an honeft, but -high-flown, inflexible I 
began by 1 his Apprehenſions, thas 
I would load the Family of the Smarts, both 
12 — — had been put to the _ 
gre 


greſs of the Reformation, and with its goi 


back, as it had done in the 17th Century, 12 
long as they kept on the Throne: The four - 
Kings, he ſaid, no doubt, I meant, who had 
ſucceeded one another: This Precipitancy, I 
own, did not a little ſurprize me, which your 
Friend obſerving, he with ſome warmth ask d 
Mr. Churchill, hy the had deſired to be pre- 
ſent 3 did he think ĩt 13 for me, or any 
Man that had read the Hiſtory of the laſt Age, 
to talk of the Loſſes the Reformation had then 
ſuſſer d, and not charge, at leaſt the Courts 
of thoſe Princes with them, for betraying, or 


call ĩt abaridoning, the Intereſt of it? And 


indeed, how could it be otherwiſe? Were 


not the two Seconds R C? the one 


who had Religion, honeſtly and fairly own- 
ing it; and the other diſſembling on, with 
God and Man, till a Death-bed forced him 
to declare it: Popery being, indeed, the moſt 
complaiſant Religion dor deluding a Man with 
the falſe Hopes of jumping out of a bad 
Liſe into Abrahams Boſom. And as for the 
two Firſts, who can have read Hynwood's Me- 
moirs, and doubt any more what DAgeant, 
and the Archbiſhop of D' Ambrun publiſh'd 
long ago of our So/omon, who had told the 
Archbiſhop that he had ever been popiſhly 
inclin'd, even from his Infancy; which his 
Scoteh Subjects having diſcover'd, he (K. J.) 
ſaid, had therefore deſign'd to have aſſaſſina- 
ted him; and he engag d ſolemnly to the Arch- 
biſhop, to declare himſelf, the Year before his 
death; and it's like would have done it, had 
he livd longer; or could he have prevail'd 


with his Brother of Denmark, whom he got 
| to 
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wo come to England 


be gone, when I told him, that I was ſorry 


eta oo gry ore 
| do join wi | in ing ir. Ul 4 
derber Gs the Firſt, nor Abp Laud his 
Chyrch-Favourite, had any Diſpoſition - to Po- 


pery, the Queen and Buckingham, his yet great- 


er Favourite, ſupply d the want of it, as to all 
Intents and Purpoſes, favourable to thoſe 5 


, 


that Church, whether at Home or Abroad, as 


Ice French Proteſtants, . and- choſa df Jrelard 
felt: His Grace, indeed 


, of Buckingham, had 
no Religion, but indulg d his Paſſions as Fa- 
vourites uſually do; however, beſides. that 


his Family was R. C—5,, he had alſo. promis d 


to D' Ambrun to declare himſelf. But this, ſaid 
he, I'll undertake for my Friend, (turning to 
me) that he'll keep to the Rules of Decency, 
and good. Manners, in ſpeaking of Crown d 
Heads. No, Sir, ſaid I to him, you ſhall not 
undertake for me; for tho* it be my way to 


do, as you are pleaſed to ſay, the Subject is 
too provoking, and Mr. Churchill too tender, 


I perceive, for me to undertake, even for my- 


4 | Calf, 1 own, ſaid Mr. Churchill, I cannot be 


reſent at diſturbing the Aſhes of the Dead. 
hen you cannot read, ſaid your Friend, the 


Old Teftament, where Truth is recorded both 
of bad and good Princes; even the Murders 
and Adulteries of thoſe according to God's 
on Heart: And what. other Hold, ſaid our 
late excellent Queen Mary, have People of 
Arheir Princes, but by the Love they, as well as 
"Rother Men, have for their Reputations whilſt 
they live, and for their Memories after their 
death. Upon this ſaid Mr. Churchill, And 


yet ſhe was one of the Kuarts; and aroſe to 


for 


. 
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for this: Heat amongſt us, —— 
meetings but 'that he, Mr! Churchill, muſt a flow 
me to tell him, that *. had unnecellarlly Pi 
ven rife to it; other wiſe there would have been 
no 66tafion for it at preſent for” T cotid 
an at this EY g through gh my Rea- 
ſons of - the firſt Claſs; "which gave me” no | 
| nity to talk either 
Stuarts 2 Upon this he; coole 75 
if this be the Caſe, and that my Friend will 
forgive me, for putting him in a heat, and al- 
low me to ſtay, I'll be glad to hear you, and 
to hear you out, without interrupting you; 
for believe me, I am as good a Proteſtant as 
any of you; tho' I am not againſt every thin 
barely becauſe it comes from Rome. Nay, ſaid 
Mr. Freehorn, if you'll promiſe me to be but 
againſt one ching from ome; I'll forgive your 
being What elſe you pleaſe. Here Churchill 
turning to me, Pray begin, ſaid he, that my 
Friend's mouth may be ſhur. Upon which! 
did begin. = 
My Reaſons, ſaid'T, of the 5 Claſs, that | 
render the return of Popery hi probable, | 
conſiſt, as I told you, in the EP My be- * 
twixt the Spirit of Popery, and that of the R-—- 
formation, and the Conſequences of thoſe Difie- £ 


rences. 


is, That the Spirit of Popery being founded ; 
on blind, implicit Faith, and — on 
abſolute Obedience, naturally egets Submiſ- 
ſion and Union; whereas chat of fa f 
tion being founded on Conſcience or private 
Judgment, as naturally begets difference of 
* or Diſunion: which, as it hath been 
manag d, 


Nay, ud he, 


The firſt Difference that I chuſe to init on, 4 * 


e Reforma- 


8140 bach 8 or © ſtopt at Ka und 
ar bit 1 to Schiſtn and 
Faction, and erſeoution; Which young 
Mr. Churchill, Jo and. your r Fri ds BAR 

of it, and diſo it, ave call. d Profecition, 
Cc. Bur call it 4 ou will, Words do not 
alter tl h Nature ure of ings, the Conſequen- 


"e ho ces have been the ſame,” to wit, Quarrels and 
it Blood; and will ever be fa, unlels we bear 


with one another : for tho Obedience be every 
where the Rule, Ruin will always be the Ex- 


ce ang 

5 t nothing of all this, neither Schiſm, nor 
the Gaues of Schiſm, hath happen d a- 

mongſt the R. 5, at leaſt ſince he Re- 
ankert, that hath made them wiſe to bear 
with one another in their Differences of Opi- 
nion, which” they have amongſt their learned 
Men, upon Subjects of the higheſt Importance: 
as for 18 9 about their great Fundamen- 
tal, which all is built upon, Where to lodge the 
Infallibility; ; and the reaſon. of this is, that 
they have at Rome a wiſe, ſtanding Authority, 
to which they all ſubmit, and which interpo- 


ſes, and either decides the Difference, or ſtifles 
it in * Infancy, and there's an end of it; 


or only prevents its ſpreading, by keepin 
their 8 5 the Walls of 5 
Colleges, or Univerſities; and in a Lan 18 
unknown to the People: Or, if thoſe Piz fle- 
rences happen to ſpread, and that great Num- 
bers engage in them, they are ſure not to de- 
c ide them, and make Articles of Faith of them; 
and conſequently to take care, that for the 
preventing of Schiſm, ſuch Subjects be neith r 
directly, nor indirectly part of the Terms of 

C their 
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their Communion. Thu 
keep them from going 1 
from being ready to join upon all 
their Zeal for the common Intereft, © 
Whereas all hath fall'n out contrariwiſe a- 


mongſt the Proteſtants : They have no com- 


mon Authority 'to interpoſe in their Differen- 
ces, and either to prevent or ſtifle them, be- 
fore they ſpread amongſt their People; nor 
have they had, till of late, the Wiſdom to to- 
lerate them, when they were once ſpread, and 
no more to be rooted out; but have then moſt 
fatally made Deciſions of them, and put thoſe 
Deciſions amongſt their Articles of Faith, and 
conſequently, for the moſt part, amongſt their 
Terms of Communion with one another. Thus 
rendring Separation, or Schiſm unayoidable, 


which hath terminated in more Rancour and 


Heart-burning (not to ſay worſe) amongſt 
themſelves, than againſt their common Enemy; 
and hath made them often idle Spectators of 
one another's Ruin; it being thus a more ea- 
ſy matter for the R. C—s to make their 
whole Strength bear ' againſt any one Part of 
the Reformation, than for that Part either to 
procure Aſſiſtance, or to defend itſelf alone. 

Thus whoever reflects on the paſt Age, can- 
not but obſerve the Proteſtant Interelt going 
Piece-meal to ruin, Member after Member 
being torn from the Body, and yet the Body 


itſelf appearing as it were benumb'd,or void of 


Senſe and Feeling. Whereas upon the paſſin 
of an Act here, t other day, which is deed 
a Favour done the R. ,, if it make them 
wiſe, as it is intended, and not to think to plot 
on, truſting to the Non-execution of the Laws, 


* 
as 
* 


1 


as they did, and might well do in the Reigns 
of W 04 Proteſtant Princes, whom th 
knew to be Body and Soul theirs : We heat, 
I ſay, Council upon Councils at work to ſave 
them ; as if we had alſo amongſt us Auto de 
" | Fees, as they have in Hain and Portugal, and 
”" # Tribunalsevery where; not indeed ſo pompous 
and barbarous, but which do the Work of 
© %, Bloodas effectually: „ „ 
T 3 Irs impoſſible, without Indignation and Re- 

et, to reflect on the Infatuation of the Prote- 
2 that inſtead of making their Articles 
and Terms of thoſe Poſitives, in which they 
and the R. C agree, in order to gain 
them; or ifto keep them out, tho not ſo very 
agreeably to the Doctrine and Example of our 
Saviour, they would needs add Negatives, 
they ſhould have done it only of thoſe Articles, 
which all ' Proteſtants agree in, to be the 
Grounds of their Separation from Popery : 
Thus to have preſery'd Union in Worſhip, and 
the common Intereſt, 

But that inſtead of this, the 'Terms of their 
Communion, as if they had been directed by 
the Court of Rome, have been expreſsly calcu- 
> lated not for Union amongſt themſelves, but 
for Schiſm, or Diviſion and Separation from 
one another; and therefore, inſtead of taking 
4 . from the Wiſdom of the R. C , 
(the Children of this Generation, that are wi- 
ſer, 2 c.) in not deciding ſuch Differences that 
might gire birth to Schiſms, the Proteſtants 
have not only decided ſuch like Differences a- 
+ mongſt them, but, as it were, to enſure Schiſm 
and Faction, have made the Subject of thoſe 
Differences part of the Articles of their Faith, 
C2 and 


„ enk g of fe Ter of their 
lane wi out any ſity: at all 
em to do fo. 


Cog not Ga Nek Preſence * the ſame i in- 


450 idual Human Nature $ being in Heaven, 


ef in the Szcrament at the ſame time, in 


hich both Parties in Germany were: agreed, 


Myſtery or nalen eno as but that Pre- 
ſence miiſt be chriſten d Conſulſtantiation, to be 
a Mill-ftone hung on oi Proteſtant Intereſt 
there, which has more than once endanger d 
the ſinking of it. | 

Had not the Diſputes in Holland too, about 
the Decrees, and 5 her Unſearchables, and 
the Deciſions of them at Dort, almoſt diffolv'd 
the Union of the Provinces ; ; and indeed would 
haye loft the Seven, as many of their People, 
as the D. of Alva, by his Violence and mad 
Teal, had drove out of the Ten, had not Prince 


Maurice and his Deſigns gone opportunely off 0 


the Stage, and made room for his Brothers 
Moderation ? And yet the Subject of all the 


Fire that was xais'd, is no more intelligible,than 


Conſubſtantiation, or Tranſubſtantiation itſelf; nor 


indeed of any more uſe in humane Life : for 1 | 


Men may talk and think as they pleaſe, but J 


ſure they never govern themſelves by ſuch Me- 
taphylic S, of which they neither have, nor "i 


can have any Notion : And the Country Fel- 4 | 
low was in the right, who told his Parſon, © 
after a high-flown Sermon, that he had done 


better to Love told his Pariſh what it was that 7 
God would have them to do now, to pleaſe him, 
than what God had been reſolving and doing 

long ago, thouſands of Years AI either he 
or they were born, | 
And 


And now, ſajd M Feerborm, (begging, mx 
Pardon) What a noble Difpute have we had 
in theſe Kingdoms, that hath coft ſo. much .M 
Blood; and a Scorch King, (added he, looking + 
to Mr. Churchill, the far beſt, he od, of tha 
four) his Life on a Scaffold, to wit, which of 
the two Forms of Church-Government, a 
Parity or a Hierarchy, had the Jus divinum on 
its fide, taking it for granted, that one or other 
g of the two had it? Whereas it is evident that 
neither of them has it; our Saviour having no 
more preſcrib d any particular Form of Church» 
Government than of Civil Government, but , 

left both to the Prudence of Mankind. And 
what was more eaſy. than to have been con- 
vinc d of this, had not the contrary been a Po- 
ſtulatum, a Relique of Popery, which no Church, 
nor Congregation neither, will part with ; for 
where are thoſe Texts to make it out? And it's 
ſtrange that the Judgment of the moſt famous 
of the Reformers, both at home and abroad, 
and of others ſince their time, had no weight 
with us to proves this ridiculous Controverſy 
ke that which coſt ſo much Blood, who ſhould 
= have the white Elephant, when, after all, there 
was no ſuch Elephant to be found, nor indeed in 
being. Shall I name, continu'd he, a few of them 
from the Venicum, that unanſwerable Book, 
which the Author was forced to retract (but 
not to refute, tho challeng'd to do it, he and 
all Mankind could not do that) to make his 
1 ou with your Church, Mr. Churchill, who 
had therefore given him the Excluſion from 
being a Biſhop; whereas he deſerv'd for that 
very Work, to have been Biſhop of the Uni- 
verſe? I'll name a few upon my 3 

or 
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for I have not the Book by me. 
Beza, Chemnitius, Hemingius, Bachart, Amirald, 


Blondel, Grotius,, Salmaffus, &c. and in theſe 
Kingdoms, Cranmer, and other Biſhops ; as 
Jewel, &c. Hooker, Uſher, Hales, Chilling fworth, 


Bacon, Selden, and Numbers more, who have all 


own'd, in their Writings, that in their Judg- 
ment our Saviour had 'preſcrib'd no particular 


Form of Church-Government. But pray go on, 
{aid here Mr. Freeborn to me. 07 yo 


Now ſuch, ſaid I, are the three Subjects of * 


Diſpute, that have endanger d the whole Re- 
formation in theſe Kingdoms, and in Germam, 
and Holand, being made a part of the Articles 


of Faith, and Terms of Communion in all 


thoſe Countries: and confequently the Cauſe 
of all the Schiſms, and Factions, and of the 
moſt part of the other Evils that have happen'd; 
by which means, thoſe of the Reformation have 


been diſabled, and indiſpoſed too, not only to 
act, but indeed to defend themſelves againſt 


the common Enemy; their whole Spirit and 
Vigour being ſpent and exhauſted in maintain- 
ing thoſe Differences amongſt themſelves. 

It's amazing to look back in cold Blood, 
and ſuppoſe even Fact poſſible z for tho, on one 
hand, the fatal Conſequences of ſuch Proceed- 
ings were obvious, . daily felt, yet, on the 
other hand, no Remedy to this day has been 
found practicable. Titus, at the Siege of Je- 
ruſalem, took Wall after Wall, but all this could 
not reconcile the Parties within: Popery gives 
Blow upon Blow to the Reformation, but no- 
thing, it ſeems, can make thoſe of it wiſe; tho 


Popery has nothing in it of the Chriſtian Spirit, | 


I may well call it, of Titus, but a Spirit as 
| con- 


wn | 1 Þ | 
by me: Luther, Calvin, 


a 
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contrary to that of our Saviour, as that of 
Antichriſt himſelf, be he the ſame, or who he 
will, can poſſibly , be : and indeed, nothing is 
more evident in Exclid, than that if our Saviour 
was in the right, Popery muſt be in the wrong. 
I will add but one thing more up "its 
Head, continu'd I, to wit, a ſenſible Proof 
that, as thoſe Contentions, or Controverſies, 
"have had numberleſs bad Conſequences, the 
not having had ſuch Diſputes,” could have had 
no bad Conſequences at all ; and my Proof is 
a Queſtion which I put to any impartial Man: 
If he thinks Chriſtianity this day upon a worſe 
Foot in England, becauſe they have not had 
Ne at leaſt to a degree of Schiſm, 
thoſe Diſputes in Holland about ab Eterno*s, ani 
the other unſearchable Springs of the Motions 
Jof the Heart of Man, and ſuch a party, poli- 
tical Synod as that of Dort, to decide them, 
and however good, (ſaid Freeborn) the Mean- 


4 ing of many of the blind-folded Members of it 


vas, in effect to ſeal thoſe Decrees of theirs 
vuith the Blood of Barnavelt, the Father of his 
Country: And, continu'd I, if the Dutch were 
*worſe Chriſtians, for not having had Conſub/tan- 
* ation, and herAttendance, fail down the Rhine, 
or the Elb, to their Country; or the Germans 
vorſe Chriſtians for not having contended and 
fought for the white Elephant? ü 

q ere I ftopp'd, and'told them that I was 
weary with ſpeaking, but that they might take 
their Turn; I was ready to hear them. 
Upon this Invitation of them to ſpeak, Well, 


WO, Þ ſaid Freeborn to Churchill, you have been ve 


F attentive ; pray, what ſay you to all this? 
Say to it, ſaid Churchill, why, I am ſorry for it: 
| | | f it 


— 
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24420 ere 0 „ C7. FIRAED) 
ir is bye 60 top tee for the moſt fart! how- 
ever, I muſt own, that ſome things have been 
Rid, bich I cannot ſo well down with; not 
that I will engage in any Debate, but only 
y Doubts, that at leaſt I may bo 
of Mr. Lowman's true Meaning. 


. 
* 


For inftance, he owns, That the Spirit of 
Popery is much wiſer, than that of the Ryfor- 
mation; now, is not this; ſubject to bad Con- 


ſequences and will it not be to the R. C——<s | 
matter of Triumph ?  Hitherto I had thought 
that our Church of Eng/aud was the wileſt 
Church in the World, when it was itſelf, and 
had Countenance and Authority on itsSide, to 
ſuppreſs Sefts and Hereſies, the Spots and 
Blemiſhes that ſully it. Iknow not, indeed, 


what it is now thar——— No; ſaid Feen,. 


interrupting him, 1 can no more hear you re- 
fieQting unjuſtly upon the preſent Government, , 
then you can fear Mr. Lownan telling Truth 

of the Starts. You miſtake me, ſaid Churchill, 


I. was not to ſpeak of your Government, but 
of our Church, that I knew it no more now, 
that they had thrown off their Principles both of 


Loyal and Religion, having explain'd 575 1 


their former Oaths, and living with the. Di/- 2 
Jenters as Brethren,” or Children of the ſame i 


Mother, which, the time was, they abhor d the 
thought of: But I'll go on, and pray hear 
me _ and you ſhall then ſay what yon 
—_ 7. ES 1] ©... ol 
To want of Wiſdom, among the Reformed, '# 
has not Mr. Louman added the great want of 
a ſtanding Authority, or ſupreme Judge, to in- 
terpoſe and decide Controverſies ; and does not 
this give Strength to the popiſh Argument, that 
i - ſuch | 


HE 5 


55 ky 


Pay dor rde 


And pray tell me, dad, he, what, A 
L ſhall, 5 40 to my popiſi 6 Ten 
Y | me daily, that 15 Th 
time that we Te] hving, 
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q "Breeborn, unleſs, you plot with them to bring 
| "their Religi jon on the Throne, which is to ſerve 


| which, I thank God, I could never with 


to find her. But ſhould I ever quit her Com- 


N Freeborn, tho chiers be no compariſon of Edu- 
cation, or Faction; or the Weakneſs and Hu- 
mour of the little narrow Party- ſpirit, on one 


fide, with Wickedneſs and Tyranny, and, in 


PTY a e T S 
1 ghbour h my R. C. N 
- what Hurt is * 2 * 45 ſaid 


[lei mer? effeftually than to be of it; nay, 
than to believe the whole Legend; but which 
E, indeed, in ſome Senſe donable in them, 
but in no Senſe in you. U take care not e | 
be at your mercy, ſaid Churchil, in great heat. 


465 which I in 'd, and blamed Freeborn 

for 8 . Churchill ; and 1 pray d 
Hi to go kk 
pan this * Wenig to me, You have aſtri- 


HE he, in a great meaſure, the Sects, 
' ; Divions, and Sub-diviſions, by which, 
, the Reformation has been torn in pie- 
177 almoſt 2555 to the want of a wiſe 
and ſtanding Authority, to interpoſe; to Which, 
indeed, ou owe them, and to Mr. Freeborn's 
Idol of Toleration, that has ſpawn d them alt; 


L 


” 
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tience bear the thought of; nor indeed mix 
with any of her ſpurious Breed. I would not q 
take a Wie amongſt the Diſſenters, had ſhe a 
Million + I am reſoly'd to die, as I have li- 4 
"ved, of che Church of England; I mean, the 
Church that was: She is now, indeed, like if 
Calvin s inviſible Church; Ihardiy know where 4 | 


miinion, TIl turn Roman, rather than Presby- 
terian, 1 promiſe ou. I will be neither, ſaid 


* © 


A 


bel Lag a. 


WH ne I. Doctrine and Exainple” Tok dn, 
bring other. But have you doge, Mr. Churchill 
ſerve have, ſaid he. | 
nay, Wellthen,' pray hear me. with as much Pa⸗ 
which tience as I have 1 Lask no . 
them, Nor will I keep you long ; for I will not dip 


Chicane ; Mr. Lowman is more read 


lot to ato the 

heat. that than T am. Nor have 1 2 
eeborn Nn, for ſuch Stuff with .which the 

ray df arch Boys and Servant-maids, or other weak, 


literate People. 
11 —_ Mr. Churchill, chat 1 have eber, 
nd do ſtill reckon you an honeſt Mag. 
ich, ind no K. C nor Friend to them, that ou 
je- now of; but as I uſed to ſay, half Jeſt, 
wiſe e I did take 4 to be of Suffolk, 
f le ruini our Religion, as 
be Tron ti tid, and wil Sale N 
r the ſame time of to 8 
the — 1 of AE Eno Ny no, { 
ix Phurchill, no nor uences, ft 
rer hinder me from doing my „or mi 
ne repent of having done it ; the Suffol Met 
pere in the right firſt and Jaſt : I don't believe 
* — they repented at their Deaths the dpi 
f what "hi had done. Well, ſaid Freebori 


-here Wnce you love your Dey: ſo well, which I don 
:om- Fontrovert, how come you not to be better ap- 
esby- Prix d of it, than you ieem to be? Why, have 
ſaid Mou ICS "read Land (whom you eſteem 
N e e Who was as much for 
Hu- 8 and againſt all ” as 


ever any Proteſtant was; And be basal Ah 
e dl thoſe Chicas about — 
2 an 
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the point to reply. with 
(as: | Ooh. ol me) that Je be * 
done, bit, e advice of the 

+ Oh, 9 Tg (ene y 6 e tbe 
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rote ans from e ome ; would 1 
0 con 7 7 him to t, Which it 
, e had ever left; and would hav 
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mean 1 in, ri 4 us 


2 but 
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ſigce;it Face L- vil do tir baſt: 1 
con re lad a biete more 


tithe co batathe, Jou will come Fo. wy A G- 


18 | the Spirit of Pup 
had: and thus, he proved-hia Foine; — 


tion; he might heve: added, than the Cm 
and States 00, of the Reformed, and indeed, 
chan thoſe of all Europe, R Co—s, as well as 
Proteſtams. ' Nor can this ſeem ſtrange, if we 
® conſider, that there is in that Court a handing 
2 Wiſdom and Authority that never die, that 
Court being compoy'd of a Senate of 60 or 
70 ed Men, many * them above that Age, 
4 r E. of , from their 
ancy; a t greateſt Impor- 
tance tranſafted by them, — ſpeaking, 
at the moſt part of the Courts of of — 
this Senate under one Head of their own chu- 
ling, and ſupplied not by Succeſſion, but by a 
Choice made by that Head; and all of them of 
one and the 


ou FFS RNS RRLOOG POO BrRywy Oy ieren 


— Spirit; for they have. but 


one 


\ 


to maintain the Grandeur and * ow” 


are in; by the ſame Maxims and R 


vernment by which their Fredeceſſors acquit d 
it; and by which, when the carnal Weapon, 
the Roman temporal Sword could cut no- 5 
and govern the World, they, with the Wiſdom 


of the Serpent, did ſubſtitute in the place of it, 


the Sword of the Spirit, as they call it; that'is, 
a few tortur'd Texts, with Stories and Mira- 
cles of their own forging; with which they have | 
govern'd the World above a thouſand Tears 


without controul, till about two Hundred 


Years ago, that too much Proſperity had turn d 
their Heads, but the Check they then met with, 
has reſtor d them to their | Senſes again: All 


which; it muſt be own'd, ſhows a Superiority 


of Genius in the Ttalians ; a Superiority, - it bf: 
muſt be in their Climate and Soil, whieh makes 


take themſelves 


them excel in whatever the 
to; as they do at preſent in 


Words for, in any Language but their own) | 


and with which they captivate Mankind, as 
well as.in Plots and Machinations, with which 


they govern them, ague them. 
But, Mr. Chur Arr of this interferes 


will tell you, he agrees to, that our own Church 
is the wiſeſt, and he'll add too, the beſt of any 


he knows; not with the wordly Wiſdom, in 

which, it's own'd, Popery excels, but with tbe 

Wiſdom that belongs to a Church, I mean as 

you do, the Clergy, to wit, the Knowledge of | 

the Scriptures, and Fathers, and Councils, and 

Controverſy ; and of their Duty to their Flocks, 
- t 


le 


| uſick, and ohr 
Pleaſures of the Senſes (that there are not even 


with what you ſay, and which Mr. Lownan 2 


d, praying me fo 
had forgor to. fa 
, faid Mr. Churchill 


. 
I have 
own you Lutheran in Germany, Calvin at 
Geneva, and when we rambled into, Scotland, 
rs WW as rank a Presbyterian, as any there. 
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is 


F, ; to him, 


es 7 folr fudge 
= 7? Lale to be ſat 
en Up this I od, that an infallible Judge, 
n) in ers of Religion, would be of great uſe, 
and ſo would one in Civil Matters too; but as 
dur Saviour hath not appointed the one, ſo nei- 
ther has God appointed the other; and to ſay, 
| they ought to have done it, is to arraign them 
for not doing it; which ſure they would have 
done, had it been neceſſary ; but ſo far it is 
from being ſo, that were it done, it could ſig- 
nify nothing, unleſs ſuch Judges were born 
with Marks on their Fereheads, to diſtinguiſh 
them. And, indeed, ſuppoſing the Pope ſuch a 
of one, the Doctrine of Intention makes it impoſ- 
nd fible to know who is a Canonical Pope, and in- 
ks, IF deed, to know who is a Chriſtian among the 
| 1 
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"As . other Point, . frankly gd a 


22 2 wpat often expreſsd t 
careleſly in calling the Ses the ſole Jul 
of aufder ; bux that their Mean 
and fo they always explain themſelves, t 


were to be, 


or Chu Of alone, Aren 
5 . itſelf, 72 5 05 
a an „ Dy. every Ma n. 
8585 who e to the Judgment. 
his Country; as the Law. is 2 e Rule Hy w 
the Judges are 60 decide Cauſes. 
every, private Man, you ſhould 2 80 
Charchill, to 9 5 them too, W | 
as agree to the W 1s of the Bench 


ie'll never do, added he, when it is * 
NP! No, not ſo faſt, ſaid I; a: 


Dk 


thinks wrong; but may upon no Terms act a- 
gainft his Conſtiands. 4 8 oh 
Here Mr. Freeborn inte pted me; - Enon 
faid he, what Mr. Churchil feng laſt, was or 
ralking fake; he knows he was in the wrong; 
pray go on to what more you have to tell us, 
of your Reaſons of the firſt Claſs; for 1 long 
to bear you on the ſecond. No, faid I, we 
 Call= ? 


— 
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catinot go thorough thoſe of the firſt Claſs at 
this meeting ; but in order to ſhorten our next 
Conference, I can now ſtate the Subject of it, 
and diſcuſs one Part of that Subject. 
I proceed then to the next great Difference 
þetwixt the two Spirits, that of Popery rer 
gquires abſolute Subjection, and Obedience, 
without reſerve of Thought, Word, or Deed; 
and therefore removes all Oppoſition per fas 
aut nefas, either by deſtroying thoſe of it, or 
by cornering Foo, which is indeed corrupt- 
ing them, and rendring them worſe than them- 
ſelves, as our Saviour ſays the Phariſees did 
their Proſelytes : for no regard is had to the 
Snward Man, their Conſciences, whether theſe 
be changed or not; but only to the outward 
Nan, their external Profeſſion and Behaviour. 

Ws 2} Whereas the. Spirit of the Reformation is, o 
Z ſhould be, ſatisfied with Submiſſion to the Ci- 
vil Government, and makes, or ſhould make 
7 Allowance for private Conſcienge, or a Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion, and a Worſhip ſuitable to 
it: In a word, is, or ſhould be for a Toleration, 
Thus bearing with Oppoſition without uſing 
= Violence, or other means, (as artificial, poli- 
,* tical Convebilons) contrary to the Character, 

and Doctrine, and Practice of our Saviour. 
But I'll only add a few words at preſent, of the 
difference betwixt the two Spirits, in their con- 
verting Talents, to ſhow the Danger we are 
in of vpery in that reſpect, reſerving the diffe- 
| rence of the ſanguinary and tolerating Spirits, 
and the much greater Danger we are in upon 
that head, to our next meeting ; at which all 
that has been ſaid, or that I am to ſay now, will 
appear as nothing in compariſon of what I have. 
to ſay then. E But 
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will be all good R. C— 


But to have done now, it is undeniable Mat- 
ter of Fact, that the Spirit of Popery has much 
greater Succeſs in making Proſelytes, than that 
of the Reformation; and it is obvious that it 
msegh : 7... 

Firſt, the Spirit of Popery is much more zea- 
lous (as Error is always more bigòt than 
Truth) and conſequently, is more induſtrious 
and indefatigable than the other, which is at 
no Trouble or Pains at all, as appears by the 

Numbers of a Million in Trelaud, and 3 or 
400,000 R. C „ in. the Seven Provinces, 
which now near 200 Years that they have been 
under the Power and Government of Prote- 
ſtants, have not ſenſibly diminiſhd. . | 

In the next place the R C—=s make uſe of 
all means lawful, or unlawful, Truth and Falſe- 
hood, Chicane and Argument, Fraud or Art, 
Force or Violence, Threats and Promiſes, Hea- 
ven and Hell; in a word, of all Engines of 
Torture and Fire, Sword and Ruin ; and, all 
other Artifices and Devices imaginable, that 
can work either on the Body or Mind of a Man; 
on his Hopes and Fears, his Senſes or Reaſons 
and this without any other regard than to. get 
their Converts to be of their Comte be- 
ther converted in their Minds, or not, is to 
them all one; the next Generation, ſay they, 
| | s; which was. tho 
uſual Apology at the Court of ————— 
for their Dragooning, in which they proceeded 
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fo groſly, and with ſo little Shame, that even 
in their - Gazettes it was declar'd, that the Nra- 
goons. having converted whole 'Towns .and 
Provinces, Orders were thereupon given to 
their Clergy, to go. and inſtruct their OT 

| Con- 


* 2 


Converts. Whengas, we. for hatd; as 
Proteſtants, inalhFlaceswherethey ha ve Power, 
uſe. no Force to convert People; but tolerate 
them, at leaſt, in the private Exerciſe of theit 
Religion, and indeed. uſe no other Means but 
udable ones; 1 Reaſon and Argument: 
; bardly will th the trouble of uſing 
which I. am far from commonding them 
| 0 bez but which ſtill makes the Dagger — 
* de cd p n — 
t place, as to Reaſon ah 
nent, or the averſy,; tho the Proteſtants 
g ye innig, the, Advantage of the R C>—5 
from. the. Merits of the Cauſe ; and conſe: 
quently at al clole fighting Or when the Ne+ 
Pate turns the particular Subjects of Dif- 
| Jy - adi mar by Men of Knowledge 
5 on both 25 muſt be own d, that the 
3 9 . — are ſuperpr in the Art (I hould 
g ay Artifices) * managing the Controverſy, 
ly when they have to do 2 
Jor illiterate People, ſuch as are the of 
with whom their Cuſtom is to deal 
in Generals, where there is room for 
Zand Chicane, of which they are great Mafters 3 
1 naving whole Societies educated and form'd 
for the purpoſe, whoſe Buſineſs and Intereſt, 
and Vaineglory it is, to mind no other thing 
& Thus, when the Debate is upon ar 
Subjects of Difference, as the denying the Peo- 
ple the Cup, and the Uſe of the Scriptures, 
and the Service in a; known Tongue; or about 
era in „ the Invocation of Saints, the 
; rine of Intention, the Sacrifice of the Maſs; 
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and Tranſubſtantiation, of Purgatory, and he 
ſelling of a By- road to ſhun it, or of a ſhore 
1 E 2 Stay 
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ay in it, hay, the ſelling of Heaven itſelf; wi 
I to Sin, or a Leaſe 7 
for a Term of Years, with a Power of renew- 
ing, Oc. then the Prieft is at a ſtand: And how 
can it be otherwiſe, ſo long as the Proteſtants 
have the Seriptures in their hands; and that 
the R. . on the Scriptures to be fo 
far a Rule, at leaſt, that nothing contrary to 
them can be Matter of Faith. And, indeed. 
the Uſe of the Scriptures, and the Uſe of onr 
Senſes, both in reading them, and in diſtin- 
guiſhing Bread and Wine from Fleſh and Blood, 
as well as Liberty from Slavery, that all muſt 


ſee, who have Eyes to ſee, to be the natural 


Conſequence of | Popery.; T take 6 be Gd 


_ ulwarks of the Reformation : — 

denying Mankind the Uſe oſ their Senſes in 
both reſpects, to be a Mill- ſtone hun A 
Popery, that muſt ſink it at laſt, when the 


Cup is full. 
ut an a 


ſure Work, and holds his Patient faſt by Gene- 
rals of true and catholick Church, out of which 
there's no Salvation; of damnable Schiſm, and 
infallible Judge, and ſo forth, by which he 


blind-folds his Patient: and having thus fright- 


ed him ont of his Wits, he convinces him that 
as to Difficulties in particulars, he, the Pa- 
tient, is equally concern'd with him (the Prieſt 


to find Solutions for them; -unteſs he will, as 


he adviſes him, ſubmit his Judgment entirely to 
the Church, and give himſelf no further trou- 
ble in the matter : However, to pleaſe him, 


he helps him to ſome Varnifh to ſmooth all 


Thus: 


reful Prieſt never fuffers the Debate 
to come to Particulars, till he has firſt made 
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„Thus, upon the whole matter, the Patient 


amnation, he is at once, and by the lump, 
made to throw away all the oy e he a 


his Senſes too in all fach Matters. 
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incredible how:ſuch . Artifices. prevail: 3 


to think that the ſingle Paralogifm. or 
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ants own. to be in a State (pot . 
ant, 


ſibility) a Salvation, than to be a Nu 
— the K. C—s make to be in an Actual 


Strate of Damnation, and out of the 8 


of being ſaved; has alone, ſince Hemy IV 
Time proved the Handle for debauching — 


teſtants have, ſince that time, converted of R. 
by all A ents whatſoever : and 
yet what i is in itſe more frivolous? as has been 


a million of times ſhown, and which indeed 


po only that the Proteſtants are the better 


hriſtians of the two, as having in them more 


of the true Characteriſtick of Chriſtianity than 
the other, that is, of Charity, (without which, 
all ſignifies nothing, ſays the 3 or Cau- 
tion, and Tenderneſs to ſet Bounds to the 
Goodneſs and Mercy of God: And thus any 
arrogant or bigot Pagan may prove his Reli- 
gion preferable to Chriſtianity ; and any arro- 
ant, or bigoꝰ Proteſtant, may ſhur the Prieſt's 

— by giving him to the Devil too. How- 
ever, ſuch Reaſoning is what it has been, and 

will 


being made to believe, that he is out of the true 
Church that cannot err, and Which can 
ye; and conſequently that he is in a of 


Argument, that it is ſurer, and conſe- 


ts from their Principles, than the Pro- 
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late? they" are ſeduced,” an Ii f Town 
bur tþ0 well grounded? But g on in your « own. 
Way, ſaid he to me, and at the fame time en- 
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